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Spring Break Service-Learning in Monteverde 

March 2012 

Location 
Monteverde is a small region in the prov-
ince of Puntarenas, Costa Rica. Due to its 
vast stretches of protected cloud forest, the 
Monteverde region is one of the most bio-
logically diverse spots on the planet. Be-
sides its protected biological treasures, 
Monteverde is a peaceful, beautiful, agrar-
ian community steeped in ecological tour-
ism. It is one of the most popular destina-
tions in Costa Rica. 
 
Course Goals 
Central to Community Development in the 
Global South is the interdisciplinary and 

collaborative nature of community-based 
efforts in international development, spe-
cifically in rural areas in lesser-developed 
countries of the Global South. This chal-
lenging and exciting upper division political 
science course will introduce students to 
situations and topics that highlight fair 
trade agriculture; sustainable and ecologi-
cal tourism; cooperative management;  
conservation biology; and the role of com-
munity, sustainability and women in devel-
opment. 

Credit 
Undergraduate/graduate students will earn 
three credits in POLS 3960 or PADMN 6965. 
Credit will be listed as University of Utah 
credit on your transcript.  

Participation in the program will also fulfill 
the Bachelor degree International Require-
ment and is also Service Learning desig-
nated. 
 
Travel Dates (tentative) 
Depart: Friday, March 9, 2012  
Return: Saturday, March 17, 2012 

A group flight has been arranged for partici-
pants. Participants have the option to pur-
chase other flights provided they are ready 
to leave the Airport by  6:00 am on Satur-
day, March 10th.  Individuals who are not 
ready to depart the airport by 6:00 am will 
be responsible for their own $150 taxi fare 
to Monteverde. Payment for Group Flight 
or Proof of Other Flight Purchase is due 
Friday, December 9, 2011 @ 5:00 pm. 

Accommodations 
All participants will reside in a comfortable 
modest hotel, within walking distance of 
downtown Santa Elena and tucked away, 
off of the main road in a friendly neighbor-
hood. The hotel is owned and operated by 
a three generation family of women. All 
meals are included in the program fee and 
many of these are provided by the hotel. 
The hotel also offers a laundry service for 
an additional fee. 
 
Class Schedule   
This course includes seven 2 hour spring 
semester 2012 classes held on the follow-
ing Thursday nights from 4-6pm: January 

12, January 26, February 9, February 16, 
February 23, March 1 and April 12. 

Program Cost  (tentative) 
τUndergraduate: $800   
τGraduate: $845  

 
Includes: Tuition, room and board, interna-
tional health insurance and in-country 
transportation and activities. 
 
Does Not Include: Airfare, passport, per-
sonal expenses, books and independent 
travel. 
 
Eligibility Requirements 

Minimum 3.0 cumulative GPA 
This program is limited to 27 participants 
Minimum age of 18 

 
U of U students, students at other colleges 
or universities, alumni and qualified mem-
bers of our community are welcome to ap-
ply to participate in U of U study abroad 
programs. 
 
Application Deadline 
November 30, 2011. Late and incomplete 
applications WILL NOT be considered.  You 
are solely responsible to ensure that your 
application is complete on the Study 
!ōǊƻŀŘ hŦŦƛŎŜΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǊŜŦŜǊπ
rals and letters of recommendation.  
 

Notification of Acceptance to Program 
December 2, 2011  

Costa Rica 

PROGRAM DIRECTORS 
Gina Russo 

Bennion Community Service Center 
801-585-9103 

grusso@sa.utah.edu 
 

STUDY ABROAD ADVISOR 
Kyle Gray 
Union 159 

801-587-9921 
k.gray@ie.utah.edu 



Office of International Education / Study Abroad 

200 South Central Campus Drive | Union 159 

Salt Lake City | Utah | 84112 

Phone: 801-581-5849 | Fax: 801-581-5914  

info@studyabroad.utah.edu 

www.studyabroad.utah.edu 

Office Hours: 8:00 am - 5:00 pm 

Application Process 
1. Go to www.studyabroad.utah.edu 
 
2. /ƭƛŎƪ ά{ŜŀǊŎƘ ŀƴŘ !ǇǇƭȅΦέ 
 
3. LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¦ ƻŦ ¦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά¦ ƻŦ ¦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέ ǘƻ ƭƻƎ-in using your uNID and CIS password. 
 LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƴƻǘ ŀ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ¦ ƻŦ ¦ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ άbƻƴ-¦ ƻŦ ¦ {ǘǳŘŜƴǘǎέ ǘƻ ŎǊŜŀǘŜ ŀ ǳǎŜǊ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘΦ 
 
4. Search for the program you wish to apply for by clicking Search Programs. To narrow your search you can select Destination. You 

can also select Faculty-[ŜŘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ά¢ȅǇŜέ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ƻƴƭȅ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ ¦ǘŀƘ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ŦŀŎǳƭǘȅ-led programs. 
 
5. hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ŦƛƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ά!ǇǇƭȅΦέ 
 
6. The following are the main steps in the application: 

$500 program deposit ǇŀƛŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎƘƛŜǊΩǎ ²ƛƴŘƻǿ ƛƴ {{. млрΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŘƻǿƴƭƻŀŘ ŀ ǇŀȅƳŜƴǘ ŦƻǊƳ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀπ
ǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ /ŀǎƘƛŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƴ ǎǳōƳƛǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘǳŘȅ !ōǊƻŀŘ hŦŦƛŎŜ ƻƴŎŜ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎǘŀƳǇŜŘ άtŀƛŘΦέ 
A one page personal statement describing how the program meets your academic and personal goals for the study abroad 
program. You will be able to upload your statement into your online application. 
One letter of recommendation from a university level instructor. In the online application, you will submit the name and e-
mail of the person you wish to be your recommender. Once you enter that information, an e-mail will automatically be sent 
to that person requesting a recommendation. The recommender will then complete an online recommendation form. Please 
note: It is essential that you contact the recommender before you enter their e-mail address so s/he is aware that you 
would like them to complete a recommendation. 

 
7. All applications will be reviewed by the Program Director(s) and Study Abroad Advisor to determine eligibility. You will be noti-

fied through your Umail address regarding your acceptance into the program. 
 

It is your responsibility to ensure that all the components of your application are completed prior to the application deadline. 
 
Withdrawal & Refund Policy 
$300 plus any unrecoverable costs to the Study Abroad Office at the time of withdrawal are non-refundable. To withdraw, the appli-
cant must formally file a Withdrawal Form with the Study Abroad Office. If an applicant is determined ineligible to participate, the 
$500 deposit will be refunded in full. 
  
Financial Aid & Scholarships 
Scholarships are available for U of U students. The scholarship application for spring 2012 will be available at the beginning of fall 
semester.  Visit the Study Abroad Office for more information on the scholarship application process. Other forms of financial aid 
(student  loans, grants, etc.) can be applied to the program cost. Visit your  Financial Aid Counselor for more information in SSB 105 
or call 581-6211.  
 
Receipt of a scholarship does NOT constitute acceptance to the program.   

 

http://www.studyabroad.utah.edu

