Disability Studies Forum – OCTH 6860 / PADMN6860 / POLS5325

Spring 2012  -  The University of Utah

Class Meeting Dates: January 13, February 10, March 9, April 6, 3:00 to 5:00 pm

and April 20, 8:30 am to 1:00 pm.  3 Credit Hours
Prerequisites: OCTH 6350 or PADMN 6350 or Instructor Approval
Required Readings: 

· Shapiro, J.P. (1993). Up From the Nursing Home in No Pity: People with Disabilities Forging a New Civil Rights Movement, NY: Three Rivers Press, pp. 237-257. 

· Silverstein, R. (2000). Emerging Disability Policy Framework: A Guidepost for Analyzing Public Policy, Iowa Law Review, 85(5), 1761-1771.

· Zola, Irving K (1982). Missing Pieces: A Chronicle of Living with a Disability, Philadelphia: Temple University Press. 

· Selected readings on housing topics listed in Assignments: 2. a) and b).

Instructor Information: 

	Cathy Chambless, PhD, MPA, College of Social & Behavioral Sciences

Center for Public Policy and Administration

Phone Number: 801-585-0371

e-mail: cathy.chambless@cppa.utah.edu
Office Hours: by appointment


	Pollie Price, PhD, College of Health

Division of Occupational Therapy
Phone number: 801-587-9227

Pollie.price@hsc.utah.edu
Office Hours: by appointment




Purpose

This course fulfills a requirement for the graduate certificate or the undergraduate minor in Disability Studies. The Disability Studies Forum is intended to:  1) provide students with the opportunity to apply disability studies theory to a targeted problem commonly faced by people with disabilities; 2) challenge students to synthesize their knowledge of community supports for people with disabilities by developing a symposium in the chosen topic; 3) increase knowledge of students, faculty and community members about a specialized area of study within the interdisciplinary field of disability studies through a public symposium.  The Forum is also a venue for sharing research and service projects being conducted in the area of disability studies by faculty and students through a poster session.

Class Structure:

The topic for the 2012 Disability Studies Forum is a Critical Discourse on Housing for People with Disabilities. The course will focus on housing policy and resources in Utah, with a focus on the perspective and preferences of individuals with disabilities. Students may choose to focus their assignments on the policy/resource area, or by conducting an interview with an individual with disability and writing a narrative analysis. The class will meet five times during the semester to discuss readings, listen to presentations by other class members on housing policy or narratives of people with disabilities, and plan an end-of-the-semester symposium on their research. The final project for the class will be a symposium planned by the students with outside speakers to include a poster session, to be held April 20, 2011. Students may present a critical analysis on their chosen topic at the symposium. 
Class meetings are scheduled for Fridays, 3:00 to 5:00 pm on the following dates:

Friday, January 13 – 
· Readings:  Shapiro, Joseph. (1993). No Pity, NY: Three Rivers Press, (Chapter 8, “Up from the Nursing Home”), pp. 237-257.  Reflect on study guide questions before class. On e-reserve in Marriott Library.

· Lecture on Disability Studies theory related to homes and housing
· Discuss topics for symposium and suggested resources; 

· Make assignments for remaining class presentations. 

Friday, February 10 – 
· Readings (Zola, Irving K. (1982). Missing Pieces, pp. 2-194; 
· Guest speaker on housing

· Student presentations on chosen topics
· Plan symposium.

Friday, March 9 – 
· Readings (Zola, Missing Pieces, pp. 198 -246)

· Student presentations on chosen topics 
· Plan symposium.

Friday, April 6 – 

· Readings to be assigned according to topic.
· Student presentations
· Guest speaker
· Plan symposium
Friday, April 20, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm – Symposium on Housing for People with Disabilities

Assignments:

1) Students will complete assigned readings and be prepared to discuss them in class.
2) Students will research a topic below and make a 15 minute presentation to the class, selected from the list a or b below:

a) Housing policy related to a specific population group (Required for MPA and MPP). Population group choices may include (list not exhaustive): 
i) People with disabilities who require nursing home level of care

ii) People with mental illness
iii) People with intellectual disability
iv) People with autism
b) Narrative analysis based on an interview with a person with a disability about their experience related to the concept of home.
i) Person with a disability from a minority racial or ethnic group

ii) Person with a disability younger than age 30 who has lived or is currently living in a nursing home/institution

iii) Adult with a disability living with parents

iv) Adult over 65 with declining functioning
3) Plan the housing symposium by identifying topics, inviting speakers, and plan other logistics.

4) Prepare a poster for the Forum. Guidelines for the poster are on the disability studies website 

5) Attend the April 20 Disability Studies Forum 

6) Students will complete a Service Learning project with a community housing agency (minimum of 30 hours).
7) Students will write a 10-12 page critical assessment of a national or state housing policy affecting individuals with disabilities> or <a similar length narrative analysis based on an interview with an individual with a disability on that person’s experience related to the concept of home.
Course Evaluation




Points
1) Class discussion




15

2) 15 minute presentation to class on chosen topic
20

3) Planning for housing symposium


50
4) Poster for DS Forum on topic related to course
15     

5) Attendance at DS Forum on April 20, 2011
50

6) Service Learning (minimum 30 hours)

75

7) Writing assignment



75
Total points:





300

Grading Scale Points
A
282-300

C+
234-242

A-
273-281

C
225-233

B+ 
264-272

C-
216-224

B
255-263

D 
207-215

B-
243-254

F
192-206

University Policies

Academic Dishonesty

Strict standards of academic honesty will be enforced. Academic Honesty (as defined in Chapter X, Article XI of University Regulations) will be prosecuted to the fullest extent possible.  Specifically, Plagiarism is purposefully submitting the work of others as your own work. It is dishonest. Any evidence of plagiarism results in zero on that assignment. Any evidence of repeated plagiarism will result in an E for the course. If a student has any question about what constitutes academic dishonesty, he or she should ask the instructor.
ADA Statement

The University of Utah seeks to provide equal access to its programs, services and activities for people with disabilities. If you will need accommodations in the class, reasonable prior notice needs to be given to the Center for Disability Services, 162 Union Building, 581-5020(V/TDD). CDS will work with you and the instructor to make arrangements for accommodations.
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